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TENAHA WESLEYAN  

 I invite you to take a moment this season and 
count your blessings. The changing leaves show us the 
splendor of God’s creation; the season of Thanksgiving 
reminds us of family, and the harvest reminds us that 
God provides for our needs. What are you thankful for 
this year? How have you grown in faith? What experi-
ences have brought you closer to God and to those in 
your family and community? 

 Fill in the blanks in the acrostic below with 
words that express your feelings about God, this past 
year, and the opportunity to serve God. 

Thank you god ,for _____________________________ 

Its amazing How you provide_____________________ 

And each day I see______________________________ 

IN this moment, I am reminded that________________ 

The Knowledge that you love me helps me __________ 

I am Surrounded by people who___________________ 

Oh God______________________________________ 

In your grace I can_____________________________ 

EVerthing I do_________________________________ 

I pray for_____________________________________ 

I Need your guidance to__________________________ 

Give me this day an opportunity to_________________   

Bro. Jim 

Te n a h a  C h a r g e  o f  T h e  E a s t  D i s tr i c t   November 2007 

 A Prayer of Commitment 
“God, I want to have a prayer and devotional 
life that brings me close to you, one that enables 
me to cherish your presence and receive your 
counsel. I commit my life anew to you in this 
moment. I seek your face, and I invite you to 
dwell in me totally and continually. In Jesus’ 
name, AMEN. 
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Happenings Around the Charge 

November 14 Thanksgiving Dinner & Fellowship             
6:30 pm @Tenaha Fellowship Hall 

 

November 17, Meet the Newest Bradley  2:00 noon 

@Tenaha Fellowship Hall 

 

November 18, Community Thanksgiving Service    
Tenaha FUMC      6:30 pm 

 

November 22, Thanksgiving Day 

 

Christian Yoga is held every Tuesday in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 4:00 pm 

Celebrate Recovery meets every Tuesday (new day) 

night at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Prayer Warriors Needed 
Our web site now includes a prayer request page. We 
need volunteers that are willing to accept those 
prayers and intercede on behalf of those who send in a 
request. If you are interested contact Bro. Jim. I can 
have an email assigned to you for the soul purpose of 
receiving those request so you do not have to give out 
your personal email address. But the person sending 
in the request never sees the email information any-
way. All request come to the website inbox and then 
get distributed from there. This is just one more way 
for us to reach out beyond our walls. 

Evangelical conference addresses church's critical issues  

By Kathy L. Gilbert* 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UMNS) - Six conservative evangelical United Methodist renewal organizations asked delegates 
elected to the 2008 churchwide and jurisdictional conferences to pray and plan for a "renewed and dynamic United 
Methodist church."                                                                                                                                                             
 The Renewal and Reform Coalition sponsored the conference Oct. 26-27 at Christ United Methodist Church 
in Memphis. The coalition includes the Confessing Movement, Good News, RENEW, LifeWatch, Transforming Con-
gregations and UMAction.                                                                                                                                                                        
 The meeting's purpose was to address what the groups consider the six most critical issues coming before 
the church's top lawmaking body: General Conference in the context of a global church; advocacy for women and 
children; the role of the Judicial Council; doctrine, accountability, leadership and the Council of Bishops; member-
ship standards; and empowering the central conferences.                                                                                           
 The 2008 General Conference will meet April 23-May 2 in Fort Worth, Texas. The 1,000 delegates elected 
by annual (regional) conferences will decide policy and approve a denominational budget for the next four years. 
Jurisdictional conferences will meet in July to elect new bishops for the five geographic conferences in the United 
States. Ninety-eight delegates, including alternates, registered for the Memphis event, said Patricia L. Miller, execu-
tive director of the Confessing Movement.                                                                                                                 
 ”You don't have to have a sense of direction as bad as mine to know The United Methodist Church is going 
the wrong way," said the Rev. Rob Renfroe in opening the first session called "General Conference in the Context of 
a Global Church." 

                                                                                           

                              continued on page 3 
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Evangelical conference addresses church's critical issues ‘continued’ 

""In terms of membership, we are going the wrong way; in terms of attendance, we are going the wrong way; in terms 
of being able to raise up young men and young women who want to give their hearts and their passion and their lives 
to the cause of Christ in ministry of The United Methodist Church, we are going the wrong way," said Renfroe, a pas-
tor at the Woodlands (Texas) United Methodist Church.                                                                                                           
Praising the central conferences                                                                                                                                        
 Renfroe said United Methodist evangelicals are indebted "to our brothers and sisters in the central confer-
ences" - which are in Africa, Europe and Asia - because of their commitment to the poor and to Scripture.                                             
 The Rev. Eddie Fox, world director of evangelism for the World Methodist Council, praised the central con-
ferences and cautioned delegates about a proposal that may go to General Conference to make the United States a 
central or regional conference as well.                                                                                                                                      
 The proposal comes from the United Methodist Council of Bishops and would change the constitution of The 
United Methodist Church.                                                                                                                                                                               
 "It is not the time to talk about dividing the church," said Fox. One-third of the General Conference comes 
from outside the United States. The church is global and has been from the beginning, he said.                                          
 "Why change the constitution without knowing what the consequences are? Can you imagine the amount of 
time and debate we will spend trying to decide what belongs in a national conference and what belongs in a regional 
conference? Becoming a national entity sets us on a track to be more divisive than it is to create unity for us in our 
church."                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Judicial Council                                                                                                                                                                                      
 Judge Ron Enns, Northwest Texas Annual (regional) Conference, told participants the most important votes 
that will be cast at General Conference will be for spots on the Judicial Council, the top court of the denomination.                              
 "Five people on the Judicial Council can change church law," he said. "It is imperative we elect evangelicals 
to the council."                                                                                                                                                                                      
 The Rev. Maxie Dunnam held a session on "Doctrine, Accountability, Leadership, and The Council of Bish-
ops." ‘Am I misreading the signs?" asked Dunnam, an author and speaker who will serve as a General Conference 
delegate from the Kentucky Annual Conference. "I am not hearing words like dynamic or life-changing to describe 
The United Methodist Church in the U.S. and Europe. People are asking for bread and too often are given a stone."  
Dunnam said the church's media campaign of "Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors." would be "genius" if pre-
sented with orthodox and Wesleyan integrity. "Open hearts, open minds, open doors to whom and to what purpose?" 
he asked. "I join Mr. Wesley," said Dunnam, quoting Methodism founder John Wesley. "I am not afraid that the peo-
ple called Methodist should ever cease to exist either in Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they should only ex-
ist as a dead sect, having the form of religion without the power. And this will undoubtedly be the case unless they 
hold fast to the doctrine, spirit and discipline with which they first set out."                                                                                 
Renewal and transformation                                                                                                                                                            
 The Rev. Jerry P. Kulah, superintendent in Monrovia, Liberia, of the Africa Annual Conference, presented a 
plan for renewal and transforming the church. "I am delighted to inform you that United Methodists all over Africa 
strongly hold the conviction that there is hope and a future for global Methodism through our Wesleyan heritage," he 
said. "But the fulfillment of this hope and realization of the anticipated future critically depend upon the quality leader-
ship that provides direction for the future, and the choices we make as a church regarding biblical doctrine, Christian 
discipline, our devotion to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, our submission to the control and empowerment by the Holy 
Spirit and our commitment to the fulfillment of the Great commission (Matthew 28:19-20)."                                                            
 Kulah said when Jesus was threatened by King Herod, the holy family fled to Africa. "Today the church in 
Africa offers itself as a sanctuary for God's Word for the renewing of his church around the world," he said.                              
 Other sessions included a presentation on legislation aimed at advocacy for women's and children's issues 
and membership standards.                                                                                                                                                                   
 The coalition also offered an orientation to its six organizations and invited delegates to join them during 
General Conference, where daily briefing breakfasts will provide highlights of the previous day's activities and offer 
delegates a "spiritual lift," according to organizers. 
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United Methodist Men in the News 
  

By Andrew J. Schleicher* 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) - United Methodist men are committed to the church but lack close male sup-
port, a new report says. 

The Study of Men report was conducted by the Commission on United Methodist Men and will be submitted to 
the 2008 General Conference, the top legislative body of the denomination. The study was undertaken at the 
request of the 2004 General Conference. 

The report is based on a survey of 1,350 people of similar demographics to the total number of men in The 
United Methodist Church. The results were presented by Gil Hanke, commission president, during the board's 
Sept. 15-16 meeting. 

The commission oversees the work of men's ministry throughout The United Methodist Church. United Meth-
odist Men has approximately 239,000 members in the United States in a denomination with about 8 million 
U.S. members. 

Among the report's findings, 86.5 percent of respondents attend church almost every week, with 65 percent in 
small groups or a men's program. Half of those surveyed said they had a strong connection to their congrega-
tion that is growing stronger. An additional 26 percent felt as connected to their church as they did in the previ-
ous year. Reflecting on a personal spiritual life, 75 percent said they use a devotional at least several times a 
week. 

In consideration of their families of origin, 76 percent of respondents said their fathers were "somewhat" or 
"very" religious. Also, 42.6 percent said their fathers attended church once a month or less. 

While only United Methodist members were surveyed, the respondents thought a "lack of interest in religion" 
was the top reason the church does not reach as many younger men. "Societal emphasis on individual-
ism/materialism" and "distrust of organized religion" also were widely held beliefs regarding this struggle. 

"Only 27.2 percent of the men have a close male friend that knows or supports them," the report states. "The 
reviewers felt that if a majority of men have difficulty establishing and maintaining a heart-level relationship 
with another man, a majority would also have difficulty with a heart-level relationship with God." Sixty-eight 
percent of the respondents also said that the senior pastor could do more to support men in the congregation. 

In the months leading up to the 2008 General Conference, the Commission on United Methodist Men will or-
ganize a think tank selected by Hanke and the Rev. David Adams, top staff executive, to reflect further on the 
study and report. The results of the think tank will be published and made available to the church. 

 

 

 

  


